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The Emerald Isle Belle

Wednesday 23rd June — Thursday 1st July 2027

A nine-day midsummer escape visiting four beautiful locations on the ancient
Emerald Isle — all by private steam train with the warmest of Irish hospitality.

And breathe! As soon as you arrive on the Island of Ireland the strains and
stresses of the modern world seem to magically disappear The wonderful
warmth of Irish hospitality is world famous and will no doubt be ever
present as we steam across the Emerald Isle.

Starting and finishing in Dublin, our 2027 tour will be the first holiday
by steam for 10 years to visit the enchanting and remote parts of
the Northwest of Ireland. We'll spend two nights in each of County
Donegal and County Mayo before we steam right across Ireland for
three nights in the ever-popular Killarney where, for the first time,
passengers have the chance to stay at the award-winning Europe
Hotel & Resort, on the shores of the lake.

Throughout this tour we will be using the locomotives and carriages - - Portarlington
of the Railway Preservation Society of Ireland (RPSI). Their locos
are straight from steam central casting in terms of visual appeal
and performance, and the experience has been likened to waking
up and finding you are on the Isle of Sodor; the fictional home

of Thomas the Tank Engine and Friends!

Limerick Junction

The RPSI team form an important part of the Irish ‘craic’ - their Ki”arf‘
friendly staff are omnipresent and in particular in the lively hub '
of the train, the wood-panelled bar car, which is the only railway
bar in the world to serve draught Guinness!

Donegal Westport Killarney Dublin
LOUGH ESKE CLEW BAY LAKES NATIONAL PARK CAPITAL CITY
2 nights 2 nights 3 nights 1 night




Wednesday 23 June
Dublin to Donegal, Northwest Ireland

We meet our private train, The Emerald Isle Belle,

at Dublin Connolly station. Waiting here will be the
meticulously cared for carriages belonging to the RPSI
and on the front will be one of their resplendent steam
locomotives, likely to be No.171 “Slieve Gullion” or
“Q" class No.|31.

We depart mid-morning and steam around the North
of the City, heading westwards to pass through the very
essence of rural Ireland - green fields, gentle hills and
shimmering loughs — as we travel into the centre of
Ireland to Longford. From here to Sligo, we are hauled
by a diesel locomotive as we navigate the many streams
and waterways that form the source of the mighty River
Shannon. Arriving mid-afternoon to Sligo, our onward
coach transfer takes us past verdant peaks and rugged
coastlines to our hotels in Donegal and Lough Eske.
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Thursday 24 June
Donegal

Donegal was recently named the fourth-best region

in the World to visit by Lonely Planet. Explore the
region at your own leisure or join one of our optional
excursions. These are likely to include a chance to travel
along the Fintown Railway on Lough Finn, a visit to

the sea cliffs at Sliabh Liag, a dramatic formation which
stands three times as high as the Cliffs of Moher, or a
day trip by coach across the now invisible border to
Northern Ireland and the City of Derry Londonderry,
which is now a thriving community on the banks of the
River Foyle with a rich history.

The town of Donegal itself overlooks Donegal Bay with

a backdrop of the Bluestack Mountains. Traditionally
centred around its historic Diamond, this former market
town offers easy exploration and a rich blend of shops,
dining, and cultural attractions, including the 5th Century
Donegal Castle and the Railway Heritage Museum.

Friday 25 June
County Donegal to County Mayo

After breakfast, we head by coach along the Wild Atlantic
Way, with the sea to the North and the Ox Mountains
to the South, on our way to Ballina. The old town sits at
the mouth of the River Moy, and there should be time to
explore this unspoilt historic town with its rich cultural
heritage before joining our train.

Ballina is the terminus of a rural branch line, where our
private train awaits for the southward journey to join the
mainline towards Dublin. At Claremorris we change to
our steam locomotive before taking the line to Westport,
arriving in time for dinner: We have two nights here,
where wild landscape contrasts spectacularly with the
warm atmosphere of this colourful town, where live music
fills the pubs and local produce fills every menu.

Saturday 26 June
Westport

Discover the stunning surroundings and rich history of

the Westport region at your own leisure or on one of

our optional excursions, which may include a boat cruise
around Clew Bay, a scenic Atlantic inlet with more than a
hundred islands, home to wildlife, oyster farms and whiskey
experiences.You may also visit Westport House, known as
‘Ireland’s Most Beautiful Home', with legendary beginnings
dating back to Pirate Queen Grace O'Malley, or Kylemore
Abbey, a Benedictine monastery set in 1,000 acres of
Connemara mountainside.

Westport:



Sunday 27 June

Westport to Killarney

After breakfast in our hotels, we meet our train at
Westport station for what promises to be an exciting
day of travel by steam. After climbing to Claremorris, we
head South-East crossing the River Shannon at Athlone
and joining the mainline from Galway.We continue east,
journeying through some eskers (ancient geological raised
embankments of glacial material) to reach Portarlington.
Here, we will enjoy a leg stretch during which there will
be a good opportunity to admire and photograph both
our steam locomotives as we change engines.

From Portarlington, we head South-West along the

busy mainline to Cork. After stopping to take water at
Limerick Junction we carry on to Mallow the junction for
the branch to Killarney and Tralee. The scenery becomes
progressively more mountainous, and our locomotive will
be working hard as we steam west to Killarney, our home
for three nights.
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Killarney

Killarney is known as the gateway to Ireland’s largest
National Park, a breathtaking unspoilt expanse of the
peaks of the stunning MacGillycuddy's Reeks sandstone
and siltstone mountain range that sweeps down to the
world-famous lakes.

As you might expect, optional excursions may include
the chance to explore the National Park by pony trap
or boat (in some cases, directly from your hotel!), as
well as a journey around the famous Ring of Kerry, a
breathtaking 179%m (1 | [-mile) scenic driving route
circling the Iveragh Peninsula, offering glorious coastal
views, beaches, waterfalls, ancient stone forts, and
charming villages like Sneem and Waterville.

Railway excursions may include a journey by steam
along the branch line to Tralee and a visit to the unique
Lartigue Monorail and its museum.

Wednesday 30 June
Killarney to Dublin

After breakfast in our hotels, The Emerald Isle Belle tour
heads for the tour's conclusion in Ireland’s fair capital city.

Our steam locomotive will have to work hard as it climbs
out of Killarney and travels through steep mountainous
country to the junction station at Mallow where we join
the mainline from Cork to Dublin. After a sprint along

this important double-tracked railway artery we will pass
through the Dublin suburbs before negotiating the circular
route around the city to arrive mid-afternoon at our
original starting point, Dublin Connolly.

With sunset at |Opm, there will be ample time both before
and after dinner to discover the rich history and culture that
is so unique to Ireland and perhaps take a stroll along the
banks of the River Liffey that runs through the City Centre.

Thursday 1 July

Farewell in Dublin

After breakfast in our hotels in Dublin, it will be time to
say farewell to Ireland for now, although it will be hard to
forget the truly restorative effect of this enthralling island
of timeless beauty, vivacious culture and abundant history.

Those who have booked a transfer to England will depart
for the sea and rail connections towards London, whilst
those travelling independently may choose to enjoy their
hotel's facilities, extend their holiday or make onward travel
connections at the nearby Dublin International Airport.

QO’Connell Street - Dublin

belletrains.co.uk

enquiries@belletrains.co.uk




Packages

Choose from four classes of travel on The Emerald Isle Belle: Dining options
in Prestige Deluxe, Prestige and Signature, or Classic Non-Dining.

All passengers will experience the charm of travelling by steam through the verdant scenery of Ireland on board our

private train of inviting 1960 “Craven’ carriages, meticulously cared for by the Railway Preservation Society of Ireland. The
Irish version of the Mark 2 carriages built in the UK in the 1960s for the last days of steam, the carriages have large picture
windows with sliding stoplights through which the sound of steam echoes and the odd smut adds extra authenticity!
Unlike most of the world, Ireland'’s railway network eschewed the traditional 4' 8.5" gauge choosing instead a 5' 3" broad
gauge which makes their carriages wider than a standard UK vehicle.

For many the most exciting aspect of the train is that in true Irish tradition there is a Bar Car - essentially a pub on

wheels — which boasts the only draught Guinness available on a train anywhere in the world! It's a wonderful place to
enjoy a pint while savouring your journey in company with the engaging and knowledgable RPSI team.

We are committed to providing the best available hotel accommodation in each area for each package, allowing you to
experience the destinations in true comfort and style.Your hotels have been chosen personally by our team for their
service, location, and facilities.

At each location, you will have the chance to join optional excursions to discover Ireland’s scenery, heritage railways,
wildlife and delicious local produce.

What’s Included — All packages

* 8 nights' hotel accommodation with breakfast included in your hotels each morning.

* Complimentary tea and coffee when travelling on board the train.

* Train Journeys: Dublin to Sligo, Ballina to Westport, Westport to Killarney, Killarney to Dublin.

* Steam hauled for the majority of the tour, with the exception of some small sections on days | and 3.
» Coach transfers between the train and hotel or, if in walking distance, a staff escort.

* Luggage courier service throughout, transporting all luggage directly to and from each hotel.

=3 You'll walk up to 500 metres over possibly uneven ground, steps and gradients,
B and board coaches, trains and boats unaided.You may need to handle your
. ‘ own luggage at times.Walking stick users are usually well accommodated.

Tour Activity Level
Level 1: Relaxed



Prestige Deluxe

Our Prestige Deluxe Package represents the best seats on the train and the most
exclusive accommodation available for a truly unforgettable travel experience.

On board, passengers will be seated in a newly restored RPSI Craven Carriage, meticulously refurbished with gleaming wood
panelling and ambient lighting, curtains at the windows, table lamps and fresh flowers. This will be the first steam holiday to
feature this stunning carriage - pictures of the interior will be posted on the website when the refurbishment is complete.
You will be served delectable refreshments and a specially crafted light lunch featuring locally sourced, seasonal ingredients.
Each table, designed ordinarily for up to four passengers, will be exclusively reserved for two occupants providing spacious
luxury, comfort and (thanks to a guaranteed window seat) unobstructed views of the passing scenery. Parties of two will be

allocated their own tables, whilst groups of four will enjoy two tables across the aisle forming a small private space. Single
passengers will share a table with a maximum of one other passenger.

The Deluxe Difference

* Seating in the meticulously refurbished RPSI Craven Carriage

» Upgraded two-night stay in Westport at The Grace, Westport Estate, a brand-new experience on the Wild Atlantic
Way in the historic grounds of the 300-year-old Westport House

* All evening meals included (days |-8).Where possible, passengers will be given the chance to sample the different
dining facilities available at each hotel

* Upgraded drinks package on board the train, including welcome Champagne, a bottle of house wine per table with
lunch as well as a choice of other beers, wines and soft drinks from our complimentary drinks menu

* All excursions included, with 2 weeks early booking priority, as well as exclusive excursions available to Prestige Deluxe
passengers only.

Class of travel Base price pp Single Exclusive Table for two
(based on sharing twin  Supplement (per table)
or double room)
Prestige Deluxe £8,795 £2,225 Included
10% deposit payable upon booking, further 15% by 23 June 2026, further 25% by 23 October 2026, final balance by 23 February 2027




Prestige

On board, passengers are seated in charming RPSI Craven Carriages, lovingly restored with
curtains at the windows, table lamps and fresh flowers on each table.

You will be served delectable refreshments as well as a specially crafted light lunch, featuring delicious locally sourced,
seasonal ingredients.

Each table, designed ordinarily for up to four passengers, will be exclusively reserved for two occupants providing
spacious luxury, comfort and (thanks to a guaranteed window seat) unobstructed views of the passing countryside.

Parties of two will be allocated their own tables, while groups of four will enjoy two tables across the aisle forming a
small private space. Single passengers will share a table with a maximum of one other passenger.

Food and Drink

* Breakfast will be provided in your hotel every morning.

* Prestige passengers will be welcomed on board with a
glass of sparkling wine and will receive lunch on board
the train on days I, 3,5 & 8, served with a glass of house
wine or a pint of Guinness.

* Prestige passengers will be served a 3-course evening
meal in their hotel on days I, 3,5 & 8.

» Complimentary tea and coffee when travelling on board
the train.

* The option to purchase additional drinks from your
carriage steward or visit the on-board bar carriage, which
offers refreshment options including draught Guinness.

Class of travel Base price pp Single Exclusive Table for two
(based on sharing twin Supplement (per table)
or double room)

Prestige £6,795 £1,750 Included

10% deposit payable upon booking, further 15% by 23 June 2026, further 25% by 23 October 2026, final balance by 23 February 2027



Prestige Deluxe and Prestige Hotels

For our Prestige Deluxe and Prestige passengers, we hand-select the most exclusive
accommodation in each area - placing you in award-winning hotels with world-class
facilities and breathtaking views. Your luggage travels directly between hotels,
so you can relax and enjoy every moment.

Donegal
Lough Eske Castle

Housed in a restored | 7th-Century Castle on the shores of Lough Eske, this award-winning resort provides guests
with a memorable, relaxing and supremely comfortable stay.

Cedars Restaurant has a terrace and features traditional dishes including seafood from the nearby port of Killybegs.
The Gallery Bar serves light meals and snacks whilst the Father Browne Bar provides a cosy setting for a drink or
light bite. The new whiskey cellar showcases Donegal's unique whiskeys with bespoke tasting experiences.

Onsite leisure facilities include complimentary history tours, use of the guest bicycles, and access to the luxurious
spa with a steam room, sauna and outdoor hot tubs. The swimming pool is located in a glass atrium, set within

manicured gardens, adding to the tranquil atmosphere.




Westport - Prestige Deluxe Option
The Grace, Westport Estate

A luxury retreat uniquely positioned on the doorstep of vibrant Westport town, yet nestled within 430 acres of
Westport Estate grounds. Opening in spring 2026, the hotel has been thoughtfully designed to reflect the heritage of
the Estate and the untamed beauty of the Wild Atlantic Way, balancing timeless elegance, historic charm and modern

comfort. Rooted in legacy and inspired by two iconic Graces — pirate queen Grace O’Malley and Hollywood's Grace
Kelly — this is a place where history lives and style endures.

Westport
Knockranny House Hotel & Spa

This family owned and run hotel was recognised as one of the “Hot 00" hotels in Ireland by the Irish
Independent in 2024. Set in secluded grounds on a hillside, this luxury hotel enjoys a peaceful location with
breathtaking views of Croagh Patrick and the Nephin Mountains. The welcoming atmosphere at Knockranny

House Hotel Westport begins with open log fires and is carried throughout with antique furniture, excellent spa
facilities, award-winning cuisine and friendly service.




Killarney
The Europe Hotel & Resort

Set on the magnificent shores of Lough Léin, The Europe Hotel is an unrivalled luxury retreat in Ireland with warm,
upscale rooms featuring lake views and elegant interiors. Three dining options include the signature Panorama
Restaurant for fine dining with views over the lakes and mountains; The Brasserie, with casual dining and an al fresco
terrace; and Riva, serving Mediterranean cuisine overlooking the lakeshore. Facilities include a world-class spa (Forbes
Travel Guide 2026), fitness centre, tennis courts and horseback riding.

Dublin
The Shelbourne
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Affectionately known as The Grand Dame of Dublin’, The Shelbourne is the city's most prestigious and historic
5-star hotel, overlooking St. Stephen’s Green for almost 200 years, surrounded by Dublin's key cultural, historical
and shopping destinations. Magnificently restored, it offers beautifully appointed rooms, spectacular meeting spaces,
tempting dining options, and bars and lounges. Amenities include a luxury spa, beauty salon, barbershop, swimming
pool and an in-house florist.




Signature

On board, passengers are seated in the charming RPSI Craven Carriages,
around shared tables for up to four passengers.

You will be served delectable refreshments as well as
a specially crafted light lunch, featuring delicious locally
sourced, seasonal ingredients.

Food and Drink

* Breakfast will be provided in your hotel every morning.

* Signature passengers will be welcomed on board
with a glass of Bucks Fizz and will receive lunch on
board the train on days |, 3,5 & 8.

* Signature passengers receive a 3-course evening
meal in their hotel on days |, 3,5 & 8.
* Complimentary tea and coffee when travelling on

board the train.

* The option to visit the on-board bar carriage,
which offers additional drink options for
purchase including draught Guinness.

Class of travel Base price pp Single Exclusive Table for two
(based on sharing twin - Supplement (per table)
or double room)

Signature £4,595 £950 n/a

10% deposit payable upon booking, further 15% by 23 June 2026, further 25% by 23 October 2026, final balance by 23 February 2027



Signature Hotels

For our Signature passengers, hotels have been chosen personally by our team for
their combination of service, location, facilities and dining options within the four-
star category. This year’s hotel accommodation features some of the leading hotels in
Ireland, with awards for their rooms and dining. Your luggage travels directly between
your hotels, so you can relax and enjoy every moment.

Donegal

Harvey's Point

We are delighted to feature this multi-award-winning hotel on the shores of Lough Eske - named TripAdvisor's No. |
Hotel in Ireland in 2023 and one of the Irish Independent’s ‘Hot 100" hotels in 2025.

Wood panelling, chandeliers and open fires combine with tranquil lough views for an unbeatable atmosphere.
Dining options include The Lakeside Restaurant and Harvey's Bar & Terrace for casual lunches, drinks and bar snacks.

Westport
Westport Plaza
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With a prime location in central VWestport, this 4-star hotel offers luxurious spacious bedrooms with king-sized
beds and Italian marble bathrooms with spa baths. There is a New York [talian-inspired Bar and Restaurant,
a health club, pool and spa.




Killarney
Killarney Plaza Hotel & Spa

Located at the intersection of Ireland’s oldest National Park and Killarney's main street, the grand Killarney Plaza
Hotel & Spa offers exquisite accommodation, award-winning dining, a peaceful spa and signature Irish hospitality —
the perfect balance of relaxation and adventure. Newly refurbished guestrooms feature rich wood accents, natural
soft furnishings and classical finishes, alongside traditional Irish and internationally inspired menus.

Dublin
The Green

This stylish boutique hotel, set in an elegant Georgian townhouse, is just a minute’s walk from St. Stephen’s Green

and a short stroll from the famous shops and restaurants of Grafton Street.
Featuring modern pastel décor; the airy rooms come with flat-screen TVs and tea and coffeemaking equipment.
The hotel offers a sophisticated restaurant in a glass atrium attached to the townhouse, and there's also a relaxed bar




Classic Non-Dining

On board, passengers are seated in a restored RPSI Craven Carriage,
with shared tables for up to four passengers, and opening windows.
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You will be served complimentary tea and coffee during
the journey, with the option to visit the bar car on board
to purchase refreshments including draught Guinness.

Food and Drink

* Breakfast will be provided in your hotels each morning.

All other meals will be at passengers’ leisure.

» Complimentary tea and coffee when travelling on board
the train.

* The option to purchase additional drinks and snacks from
the on-board bar carriage, including draught Guinness.

Class of travel Base price pp Single Exclusive Table for two
(based on sharing twin - Supplement (per table)
or double room)

Classic Non-dining = £2,995 £750 n/a

10% deposit payable upon booking, further 15% by 23 June 2026, further 25% by 23 October 2026, final balance by 23 February 2027



Classic Hotels

For our Classic Non-Dining passengers, we offer a fantastic, personally
chosen selection of some of the best located and standard of hotels in
either 3 Star or 4 Star category. Your luggage will be transported directly
between your hotels, so you can relax and enjoy every moment.

Donegal
The Abbey

Overlooking Donegal Bay and the main square, this
charming stone-fronted hotel blends old-world
character with a warm, relaxed atmosphere. An ideal
base for exploring scenic Ireland, it offers a restaurant,
café, lively bar with live music, plus pool and spa nearby.

Westport
The Mariner
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Nestled in Westport's heart, the Mariner is a boutique
hotel where contemporary luxury meets Irish warmth.
Recently refurbished, its elegant rooms and sophisticated
bar set the scene for a memorable stay, with exceptional
locally sourced food and genuinely personal service.

Killarney

Killarney Towers

Part of a family-owned collection, Killarney Towers
Hotel offers easy access to local attractions and the
national park. Enjoy spacious rooms, dining, a pool and
sauna, plus Pig's Lane — an atmospheric underground
bar with craft cocktails and whiskeys.

Dublin
The Belvedere

Just steps from Parnell Square in the heart of Georgian
Dublin, the elegant Belvedere Hotel offers easy
access to transport and the city’s attractions. Recently
refurbished rooms feature free WiFi and flat-screen TVs,
while a relaxed bar and grill completes the picture.



Locomotives

Our tour is rostered to feature two of the RPSI’s express steam locomotives

“§” Class 4-4-0
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No. 171 “Slieve Guillion”

Built in Manchester in 1913 for the Great Northern
Railway (Ireland), the S class were all named after
mountains. Slieve Gullion is a |,880ft peak in County
Armagh, overlooking the Great Northern main line
between Dundalk and Newry. In preservation, she
became an iconic and well-loved symbol of the RPS|,
described by some as the society’s flagship’, and her
distinctive lined blue livery was adapted as the logo
for the Whitehead Railway Museum in 2017.The
locomotive returned to the mainline last year after a

20-year absence.

Aimee Stevenson
Managing Director
Aimee's experience hosting
tours across Ireland and
Europe, combined with

her dedication, ensures a
seamless holiday. Her vibrant
and engaging manner set the
tone for every tour
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“Q” Class 4-4-0 No.I31

Built in Glasgow in 901 for the Great Northern
Railway (Ireland). Initially named as ‘Uranus’ in line with
other locomotives in the class which were named
after characters of classical mythology, although this
was removed in 1914. She currently sports a GNR
black livery to match her appearance in 1920. No. |3 |
moved under its own steam for the first time in over
50 years in 2015 and returned to Dublin in 2023.

It is currently stabled at Whitehead for an overhaul
following the expiry of its boiler ticket, but is expected
to return to the mainline in time for our tour.

Our Team

The Belle Trains team have worked together with steam tour operators across the UK and
beyond for many years. This like-minded group share a common vision and approach,

forming a solid foundation for delivering an exceptional experience to all our passengers.

Joseph Vacchiano
Passenger Services
Joseph brings a wealth
of hospitality experience.
His attention to detail

and commitment to guest
satisfaction ensures our on-
train catering delivers to the
highest standards.
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Charlie Robertson

Marcus Robertson
Founder & Chairman
Marcus founded Steam
Dreams in 1999 and ran
the company for 20 years.
His passion for creating
unforgettable memories
guarantees each tour is
truly special.

Operations Director
Son of the founder, steam

is in Charlie’s DNAI He
designs tour routes and
excursions to balance steam
mileage, on-board comfort
and cultural discovery.



THE EMERALD ISLE BELLE

Optional night in Dublin - 22 June

For the additional night in Dublin on 22nd June, passengers can choose
to stay at either the Green Hotel or The Belvedere (supplement applies).

At each hotel, you will have the benefit of a Belle Trains representative, your breakfast will be included
as well as luggage collection from the hotel and a coach transfer to Dublin Connolly to meet our train.

The Green The Belvedere
This stylish boutique hotel in a Georgian Steps away from Parnell Square, in the heart of
townhouse is a minute's walk from St. Stephen’s Georgian Dublin, the Belvedere is perfectly located for
Green and just a stone’s throw from Grafton Street. easy access to public transport and Dublin’s attractions.
£450 double/twin room £310 double/twin room
£410 single room £280 single room

Optional transfers from England by train and ferry

Passengers may book an escorted transfer with Belle Trains from England in both directions,
travelling by train to Holyhead before taking the ferry across the Irish Sea. Pricing and full
details will be available approximately 6 months prior to the tour. To join this optional
transfer, please register your interest at the time of booking.

belletrains.co.uk enquiries@belletrains.co.uk 01284 330123




